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SIGHT-SEEING AT GWALIOR. 


Gwalior is on the Boinbay'E)elhi main line of the G. 1. P, Railway, 
76il milea from Bombay and ISA from I>elbl. All trains stop 
Route. Gwalior* 

The present city of Gwalior consists of three different towns, fl) 
Old Gwalior, which dates from the ancient times and is situated 
round the northern end of the Fort hill, (2) the modem town on 

■Uw^mIhhTi _ ^ 

the south of the Fort which sprang np out of the military camp 
of Maharaja Daulat Rao Scindia in and after 1800 A. O. and » 
hence called Lashkar, and f3) Morar, on the east of the Fort, which was 
formerly a British Cantonment and where the British Renident now Irvea. 
The three towns though about two miles apart from one another are 
mutually connected by good roads. 




TbeG^valior S;atinn of the G. I, P, Railway^ is centrally situatef^^ 
v^hei^ tongas are available at all train timeE. Trains also 
Railway run to Sbivpirri, Bhind and Sheopur from the adjotning 

Station Gflraltor Station of the Gwalior Light Railway. The Grand 

r^b t*c. Hotel at Gwalior is situated close to the Railway Station. It is 
e<iuipped with up-to-date sanitary fittings, electric lights and 
fans and has an excellent cnisine. It can provide accommodation to ono 
hundred gaests at a time. The Manager can make ariangements for sight, 
seeing on receipt of due notice A more mcxlest place of lodging and 
boarding for visitors is the Park Hotel which is nearly a quarter of a mile 
from the ^ilway Station. This hotel has got decent furnished rooms and 
is perhaps tnore suitable for those who live in the Indian style. A well 
maintained where rooms can be hued, and Sri.Krishna Dhartnasala 

who^ free accomm odation is provided are situated in front of the Park 
Hotel. Provision and ooofectioners' shops are at hand. 


Gwaller is the Capital of the Pretcier State in Central India and 
one of the most important and progressive of Indtan States. 
The present Maratha Ruling Family was founded by Ranoji Ran 
Scindia. a diaringnislied commander under the Pesbtva, about 
the middle of the 18th ceotury. The family can boast of a line 
of brave soldiers among its scions who lost their lives on the 
field of battle. The power of the Scindia rcse to its zenith during the later 
days of Mahadji. who was a great soldier and a man of grear political saga, 
city. His extensive conquests and political influence in Northern India 
nade him virtually independent of the Poona Government and his friend- 
ship was prized even by the East India Company. It was his successor 
Daulat Rao Scindia who shifted the apital from Ujiaia to Gwalior. During 
Danlat Rao's reign Scindia's dominioos were seriously crippled. Jayajt Rao^ 
the grandfather of the present Maharaja, rendered valuable assistance to 
the British Government during the Sepoy Mutiny, His son Madhav Rasa, 
the late Maharaja who is still fresh in our memory, was a Ruler of excep- 


ilifitfuy 
the prcscfll 
Utillnsc 
Family.. 
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tiooal ability and incredible energy. He reformed every departmeoiof the 
State which made under him remarkable progress in every direction. The 
welfare of bis subjects was the one thing dear to bis heart. For them he 
lived and for them did be die. He was succeeded in 1985 by our pieaent 
beloved Ruler, His Highness Maharaja JlYAjI RAO who is now nearly 18 
years of age. 

Gwalior ranks among the sights of India, winter being the best 
season for visitors. The population according to the Census of 
The City. ^ 1,26,949. An efficient Municipality boks after the 

roads and general sanitation of the city which is lighted with electricity and 
is sened with an ample supply of pipe water. The Town lmp(roveinent 
Trust Las done and is doing good work in opening up congested areas, 
widening roads anu building up small parks in difioent parts of the town. 
A new system of scientlEc djaiauge is nearing completion. There b a large 
Hospital with up-to-date medical, surgical and pathological equipment, a Town 
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Hall, a College and a numbef of schools mdoding a Technical School, In 
addition to the dispensaries where ordinary western medicine is admbistered 
by the State Medical Department, Ayurvedic and Unani dispensaries are 
provided by the Municipality for indigenous treatment. 

Among the annual festivals, those of special interest to visitors are 
the Dasehra, Mnbarram, Ganapad and the Birthday of the 
Festivals. Maharaja, 

The sights of interest at Gwalior may be divided into the following 
groups and the individual places in each group may be visited 
conveniently in the order in which they are noticed below. 
The order has been arranged to suit the convenience of a visilor supposed 
to be putting up in one of the Hotels nea* the Railway Station, Visitore 
staying elsewhere will make the oecessary changes in the arrangement with 
the hdp of their guides. 


5 


SIGHTS AT GWALIOR. 


GROUP 1, 

1. OM Gaest Hoase (Gwalior Light Railway Office), g 

2. Tomb of Muhammad Gbaus. 

I, Tomb of Tansen. 

4. Jamah Masjid. 

5 , Fort with Archieological Museum. 

6i Water Works, 

GROUP U, 

7, King George Public Park with the statue of Mahaiani 
Sakhya Raja, aod the State Moscum. 

8. H, H. the Maharaja's P alana. 

9i Memorial of Maharaja Mahadji Sciodia. 

10. Elgin Clubi 
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11. Victoria Collie. 

12. Jaya'Arogya Hospital, 

IS. Gmlto; Engineeriiig Works, 

14. Pottery Works, 

15. Kampu Eothi. 

16. TniHtii Bada. 

17. Jinai BnUdiDgand the Central library, 
IS. Ceotial Jail lodusUies Sbow Rooro- 

ORorF IIL 

19, Saraf a Bazar. 

20, Town HalL, 

21, Abjah Daibar Press. 

£8, General Post Office* 

25. Itemoiial of Maharaja Jayaji Bao Setndia. 
24 Gorkhi or Old Palace. 
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i5. Victoria Memorial Market. 

£F|. Ghhatris or Cenotaphs of the Scindia Family. 

S7. Memorial of Maharani Lakshtnibai of Jhaasi. 
gS, Central Poly-Tecbnic Institute and Show Room. 

39, ladiistrial Show Room. 

GBODP IV, 

30. Race Course and Mda ground, 

*31. Agricultural Engineeriug Show Room and Model Farm. 

33, ]ayaii Rao Cotton Mills. 

33, Leather Factory, 

34. The Morar River Dam. 

The Old Guest House is a pretty building situated on the road to the 
Fort about a quarter of a mile from the Railway Station. At one 
Old Oncst it ^ ^ Guest House. Now the OfEcra of the 

Gwalior Light Railway ate accommodated in the boUdiog. 
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Tbe next monumeQt of interest on the way to the Fort is the Tomb 
of Mubammat] Ghaias, a welLkoown Miihamniadan saint and 

^ in the Early 

Ghaus. Mughal Style of architecture crowned with an impressive dome 
and suiiOLioded with beautiful Jafi work in stone which is a 
living ait at Gwalior even to this day. 

Close by is the Tomb of Tansen, one of the nine gems of Akbar’s court 
and the greatest musician India has ever produced. He was a 
State and has found his last resting place near 
the place of his birth. There is atam^nd tree near the toinb, 

the leaves of which are chewed by singers with the belief that they impart a 
sweet voice. 


Jamah Maajid is a fair specimen of Mosque of late Mughal period, 
Jsmsta Standing just outside the Gwalior Gate of the Fort 
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The Fort is by far the niosL pre emiaent sight of Gwalior, The great 
fortress is oae of the most fainoos ia India, Truly baa a M ali am - 
Tb« Fort. historian described it as a ‘pearl in the necklace of the 

casUes of the Hind,' The history of the Fort goes back to the 5th century 
A. D, and perhaps to still eadier times, it has witnessed the varying 
fcrtunes of the Guptas, the Hud», the Kacbhvrabas, the Pratiharaa, the 
Tomaras, ihe Mughals, the English and the Marathas who have 
left their landmarks in the various monuments still scrupulously and care' 
fully pre^eivedon the hill. The arts of peace rather than war are now pur¬ 
sued within its precincts and the ramparts that long withstood the onslaught 
of many a besieger now enclose the Sctndia Public School, 

The fortress stands on an isolated Qat-topped hill about 300 feet btghi 
milles bag north to sou h and 600 to 2,800 feet wide east to wesL There 
are new iwo approach roads to climb the rock ( although formerJy there 
were some more ) one through the Gwalior Gate on the east and the other 
through the Urwahi Gate on the west The former road is vety steep. The 
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other road has a gentler gradient and is more convenient for pedestriam. 
Powerful cars can climb it up. Cars up to the foot of the hill and 
elephants for aEcendiog and descending the rock are the mnal popular 
conveyances oaed by high class viairots. Elephants can be hired from 
the State StabiesK Entering from the eaSLn crossing the first two gates—the 
Gwalior Gate and the HindoSa Gate and turning to the rigbt^ the visitor is 
face to faj£:e with the entrance of the Gujari Mahal^ a haodsame old palai::e 
built by Eaja Mansingh about the end of the 15th centuryi for his 
favourite Queen named Mri^mayana who was a Guiari by caste. 

Hence the name Gujari Mahal, 

This budding is now used for the Archeological Musenm where a 

collection of interesting old carvings, images, inscriptioiis, 
apd coinSp paintings and various other antiquitifs dating trom 

A*'^***®*°k^‘=** the 3rd century Chi down to the tSth century A, D* are 
preserved and systematically arranged for inspection and 
jstody. Two booklets Guide io the Arckasirl&^ical Museum atGtruli^ir (price 
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As. 4 ) and Gmalior Ftftt Album ( price Rs. 1.8 )—which can be puichaaed 
at the Museum will be found useful in visittog the Museum and the Fort, 
Visitors who would see the Fort on elephanis will find it convenient to 
mount only after seeing this Mnsaurn. At the northern end of the entlosure 
in which the Gujan Mahal stands is a European Cemetery where Britiab 
soldiers who died on the Fort during the British occupation between 1858 
and 1886 are buried. 

Half way up the ascending n>ad to the Fort one passes by a small 
shrine the Cbaturbhuj Temple hewn out of living rock in the 
l^^ther up there are several rock-cut niches 
sheltering Hindu and Jaina images now njt^tly obliterated and 
two reservoirs of water also excavated in the hill side. Presently the visitor 
enters the uppermost gate of the Fort, the Elephant Gate ao.caUed from a 
life size stone figure of ekphant which once stood here. The gate forms 
part of the eastern facade of Raia Mansingh's Phlace and its manly and 
graceful design Te worthy of the noble edifice to which it belonga. 
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We now come to the famous Palace of Raja ManBiagh (1486-1516 

A. D, 1 who !5 remembered especially as a great patioit of 

Maniintrb'a aichitectoie and music. The edifice is the most remarkable and 
Palace. 

interesting example of a Hindu palace cf an early age in India 
The va't eastern face of the palace which measures 300 feet in length and 
about 80 feet in height is relieved at regular intervals by six round towers of 
a singularly pleasing design and crowned with domed cupolas. The wall is 
tnlmd with enamelled tiles blue, green and yellow forming bonds of mosaic 
and conventional figures of men, ducks, etsphants, crocodiles, tigers and 
plantain trees giving the wall an unsorpassed charm and elegance. The 
interior of the building consists of two open courtyards sunoanded by suites 
of rooms roofed over with ceilings of varied designs, and possessing rich and 
'beautiriil decoration in the form of perforated screens, pendants, comioes, 
mouldings, geometrical and dotal patterns tnmed into mosaic with the use of 
coloured enamel tiles. For this tile decoration the palace is also known as Sis 
Mahal or mirror palace. Under the courtyards are two nnder^ground storeys 
which, it is said, were used during the Mngbal rule for keeping State pHsonos. 
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The twin templei known as Sas-Baha occapy a pictnrEsqae position, on a 
salient point in the eastern verge of the fort rock, nearly a 
Temples? qnartfir of a mile to the south of Mansingh's Palace. The 
name Sas-BaUu meaning'Mother-in-law and Daughter-in-law' is 
a popttlar name generally given to two similar objects of anequal siae stand¬ 
ing aide by side. From a Sanskrit Inscription on the porch of the larger 
temple it is known that the temple was completed in 1093 A. D- during the 
idgn of Mahipak, a Kachhawaha Rajput prince of Gwalior, The temples 
were sacred to Viahoa, one of the three gods of the Hindu Trinity. The 
buildiogs though partially ruined are still interesting as specimens of the ornate 
style of mediu'val temple architectare in Northern India, The doorways, 
ceilings and huge massive pillars in the interior of the large temple 
with their elaborate carving decotation are particularly impressive. The 
open pavement near die smaller temple mmmand« a fine view of the plains 
below. 
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Another old temple knovvn as Teli-ka^Mandir is the bftiest of ah the 
existing buhdiags oa the fort, being over 100 feet in height. 
Tcllka ^ pjIj century Vishnu temple pectiliar in plan and 

Mandir. ' , . , . ^ 

design. The form of its ^cAara or spire is Dravidiadt 
common in Southero India, while all the decorative dotalls are 
Indo-Aryan characteristic cif Noribem India. It is thus an in* 
tetesting example of temple architectme where both the Nortbem and 
Southern styles meet. The temple possesses some bold and vigorous 
arabesque work in the horizontal band of decoration op its basement. 

The old barracks built during the British occupation are at present used 
mostly as school rooms and residentisJ quarters for the boys 
SdndlB Public teachers ol the Scindia Public School conducted on the 
lines of a public school in England, modified to sort 

Vncal conditions. 
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In the wcErem part of the hill, on the way from Teli-ka-Mandir to the 
Utwahi Gate which the visitor is now to leaw: the Fort, 
Suraj Kund, passes a square tank known as Saiaj Ktind with the 

muacolous waters of which, accor:!iDg to a local tradition, king Suraj^al, the 
[mythicalCfoundcr of the Fort, was cured of leprosy, 

sides of the slope of the Urwahi road there are a number of 
images of Jaina Tirr/tor/tar^jr, large and small, staodtng or 
seated, sheltered in small caves or niches. Such figures am 
carved all over the sides of the fort rock wherever suiiable 
place Vfas found for excavadon, The reck sculptures of Gwalbr are unique 
in Northern India for their namber as well as for their gigantic siie, the 
largest of the sculptures, a standing image on the left of the visitor as be 
descends along the Urwahi road half way down the slope, being as tall as 57 
feet. At the Urwahi Gate one bids good-by to the Fort. 


On both 


jAinii Mock 
Sculptures 
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On a hill Imown aa tbe Rakkhas-ksuPaiiaid situated about two miles to 
the north-west of the Fort is a large masoDry tank, the 

Wiirks 

reservoir of water, whh a Altering and pumping stauon, 
which supplies pipe water to the whole cit/p 

GROUP II, 

King George Public Park was laid out by the late Madhav Mabaiaj in a 
portion of his palace grounds which he set apart for the use 
The Pflrk. pujjUc and was opened by H.R.H, the Prince of Wales 

during his visit to Gwalior in February 1922, The Park has a meuagerie of 
birds, and beasts. Thera are good roads, green lawns and quiet retreats. 
The State Museum with its varied exhibits and the Ladies' 
Qub are also there. But the special feature of the Park is that it 
includes within its premises a Hindu Temple, a Muhammadan Mosque, a 
Sikh Gurtidteara and a Theosophical Lodge—all built and maintained 
chiefly at State cost. Here ts an example of the catholicaty of a Hindu 
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prince—a lesson for all times, aJl creeds, and for all governiog powers. In 
the Park too amidst atiractn'e eanonndingG is a marble statoe set in a 
marble canopy, of the present Maharaja's grandmother, Maharani 
Sakhya Raja, the popular Jeeja Maharaj. 

The Jaivilas Palace, the present residence of the Ruling Family,and the 
Motitnahal Palace now converted into the Secretariat Offices 
were both built during the reign of Maharaja Jayaji Rao, 
the grandfather of the present Maharaja, and both bnilt and designed by the 
late Sir Michael Filose. The jaivilas Palace ts built In the famous Italian 
PaJaoo style. The grand Darbar Hall, one of the finest saloons in the 
world, is painted with gpld leaf, hung with wondeiful chandeliers and 
decorated with enormous mirrors. The way up to the Hall is on a grand 
crystal staircase. To see the palace permission has to be obtained from 
the Private Secretary to His Highness the Maharaja. 
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BesideE the Otfices of the differant DepamneDts of the State, the 
Motimahal coataioB an Assembly Hall, a ComicU Chamber 
Mmimaltal. ^ Secretariat Library, Some rooms are inkid 

With tnosaic work of coloured glass and decorated with mural paiacutg^ 
showing scenes from Hiitdn mythology, the Rngas and Raffinu and also 
the scenes of the ceremonial Darbars, processions and shikars of the late 
Maharaja Jayaii Rao. 


To the BOQth of the palace and beyond its compound is the Elgin Qub 
with a splendid cliib house standing on pretty grounds, 
iiein Club. courts, a billiard room, a swimming 

tank and ail other up-tQ*date equipments of a first class clnb. 


In front of the Elgin Clnb at the junction of four mads stand* rha 
memorial of the famous Mahadji Scindia, the most 
jnata«d|i distinguished of the ancestors of the Maharaja. A bronze 

statue is set oQ a marble pedestal in the centre <£ 


Sclii4U^tt SLitue- 
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a circular platfona edged wub a stoiie miliog m the s^le of an ancient 
Baddhist ^riipu, grown with tuif and decorated with plots of Hower plants. 

Nearby are the Gwalior Young Men’s Club, the Victoria College with a 
beautiful stone building and the Jaya-Arogya Hospital with full up-to-date 
equipment for medtcine and surgery including X-rays installation, an able 
staff of doctors and nurses and well furnished wards for tn-door patients. 
Beyond these are the Pottery Works and the Gwalior Engineering Works, 
The Potteries manafacture tea. sets, stationery articles, toys, hospital 
The otie requisites and Wall and Soor tiles, etc. The articles turned 
nospftsi, EreI- are of superior quality and there Is a brisk demand for 
nwlne^Wtirk^ them chic0y from outside the State. The Engineering 
Works are lilted with efficient machinery worked 

by electricity, 

A little further west are the Kampoo Kotht^ an old residential palace, 
■Campuo tCdibi and the new Imam Bad a where the Maharaja’s 
seated during the Muhairam fesdvaL 

Imam liaaa. 


The Jiosi Building whicb houses the upper classes of the High School, 
the science classes of the Victoria Collie, and the Central 
Jiast Building, jg ^ massive impressive biiildiag centrally situated 

and hence suitahle for public lectures and Hirailar functions for 'which it 
contains a epacious hall 

GROUP 111. 

wm where carpets, durriea, rough doth, article of wooden 
fuTuiture, wicker work, and other pioducls manufactured in 
the Central Jail are on view for sale is maintained on the 
lodarganj Rond, the largest thorouglifare in the City. 

leading from the Jinsi to the Jayajt Cbowk passes throng 
what is known as the Saiafa Ba^ or jewellers* market. It 
is thickly lin ed with houses rising to four or five storeys 
screens, pillars and bracketB carved in vaiioUB gracdul and 
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A Show B 
Jqll 

lada^trJeAv 

The street 

Sttrafa Bazar. 

with balconies, 


fantastic designs illnstiatkig Gwalior’s living fame in the stone cutters’ art 
The bouses aie mostly inhabited by merchants^ bankers and shop-keepers, 
the front tonms being occupied with shops of all kinds. 

The Jayaji Chowk is the biggest square in the heart of the city of 
, Laskhar taking its name from a bronze statue of Mahaiaia 

Jayi|l Ctaowk. » ♦. t> t.- l . j ■ t ■ - , 

jayaji Rao which stands in the centre on a high 

pedestal protected under a pointed spire. This square is the busiest 
part of the city suiroimded as it is with the Town Hall or 

Theatre, the Ali)ah Darbar Electric Press, the Victoria Memorial 

Market, the Gorkht, the General Post Office, the High Court and the Bank 
Bnildings, All this goes to make an imposiiig city picture seen at its best 
by the electric light in the evenings. 

Anotbet object of interest at Gwalior which e visitor should make a 
pmnt to see is the group erf Chhutfii or cenotaphs of tl^ ancestors of 


2i 


Ruling Family, The mausoleum of Maharaja Jayaji Rao ii the moet 
pretentious in the group and important for its axchitecmral beauty. 


On the Station Road^ a little way on the west of the Park Hotel 
Stands the modest memorial of the famous Queen Lakshmi. 

Memorial jiiansi who was acknowledged even by her enemies 

RaoI'oJ Jhanai. as the most capable leader on the Hide of the rebels in the 
Mutiny of 1857-58 and who fell bravely hghting, against 
odds, her list battle at Gwalior, The platform marks the site where her 
body was cremated in a stack of hay by a handful of devoted folbwem who 
bad been still left with her. 


The Central Poly-Technic Institute is housed in a bnilding near 
Park Hotel, on the Station Road. The Institute has 
Poly-Tcclinic provision for instruction both theoretical and pactical m 
various small arts and crafts such as f 1) soap making, 


Institute. 
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(S> electro-platiag, {S) eplaning and weaving, dyemg, (5) carpentry, 
(6) smithy, (7 J modelling, (St Siting ,and (9> turaing. The Institute aleo 
maintains a show rcxim on the pmmiaes of the schooU ivhere the products 
tnmed oat by its paptls are exhibited and sold. 

The last thing to be seen in this groap is the Indastrial Mnseum or 
Show Room, where one can see exhibited for inspection or ‘ 
industrial products from the various parts of the 
Slate, e. the leather goods and pottery articles of^ 
Gwalior, the lacquer work and toys of Sheopar the gold muslins of 
Cbanderi and so on. 


GROUP IV, 

The places and institutions of interest, situated at Morar or on the 
way to Moiar are treated under this group. 


The Race Couiae which standa on the Main Road connectii^ Lashkai 

and Moral is one of the best in India, The Enclosure and 
OwHiior Sport! Stands afford excellent accommodation foe vttUon, 
AsMKtati Meetings used to be held here biannually t inder die 
Western India Torf Club rules. The Race pfograromes have been 

suspended in recent times and the premises are now used by the GwaUoc 
Sports Association for holding AlMndn cricktt, hockey, football ami 
other matches and tournaitiW^- Association also arranges yearly 

competitions in sports and e^mes of all sorts including Indian Rames, 
during the Holi festivals which attract a majority of the studmit world of the 
city. A little further are the Mda grounds with permanent shop buildings 
where a large Fair including an Agncultural Exhibition and a Baby Week 
Show U held annnally for 8U days in December-January• 

Opposite the Mela grounds are the Agricaltora] Engineeriiig Show 
Room, Laboratory and Model Farm. 
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The Ji 3 ra.]i R 30 Cotton Mills occupy a large area on tbe west of the 
G, I. P. Railway line near the Moral Station, It is a 
Cetton^M^s spinning and weaving Mill and rnanufactovna cloth of aU 
description. The concern is managed by the Birla 
Brothers of Calcutta. Sanitary quarters for a large number of laill hands 
are built on the premises of the Mills and particaJar attention Is 
paid to the general welfare of the employees. The Birlas are 
well-known for their charities. They built a Maternity Home for 
the benetit of the public in general and the mill servants in particular. 
The opening of the Mills has had a very salutary eBect on reviving and 
repopnlating the old town of Gwalior which is the nearesi inhabited area. 


The Gwalior Leather Factory which also includes Tanneries and Tent 
Manufacture is situated on the Mall Road at Morar. The 


Uwalior 

Factory; 


factory is equipped with up<to.date taacbioeiy driven by 
power. It turns out all lands of high claea leather 
goods such as boots, shoes, harness, suit cases, tiawf 
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bags, etx:. During the Gr^t War the Factory executed large contracts for 
the Goveminent of India. 

The Motar river is bunded at about a mile to the north of Morar. 

On the banks of the river bejotv the weir is a small garden. 

Morar Dam, gj,o| ig j pf)pul;ir rosott for the evening. The view at 

sun*set is enjoyable. 

Other places which are at some distance from Gwalior but which are 
worth a visit, time permitting, are the Cement Factory at 
Ml^uiianeous. 0^00101 12 miles north of Gwalbr, the Tjgra Lakj a vast 
expanse of water, also 13 miles from Gwalior bai to the west of it» the Tekan. 
pur Tank some SO miles south of Gwalior and last but not least Shivpuri, 
the summer capital of the State 73 miles to the souTh-west of Gwalior 
situated in the midst of very picturesque and enchanting woodland scenery. 
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Plcaac help us to keep the book 
clean and moving. 
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